.the freedom he needs.

By Wolf Von Echard:

.= The. big concrefe- bunker.
~“going, up at~ 16th .and I
~Bfregts NWis - as Christian
-"'Sc1ence Church and as” @
: architecture Iflnd it
udeand disorderly.

“there ‘i3 anything wrong
with building a brutal sev-
sefstory,  octagonal tower,
~with a canllon sticking out
Iike an.ear, for holding reli-
© gious services. The ‘n_ !

isn’t anything
wrong with wearing blue

“very bad manners to wear
them to a formal Whiie
House dinner-—whether
" what is inside them is beau-
Aiful-or not.

And tho_ Tocation of the

501ent13t5 are-alsg buﬂdmg
an office ‘building:on that
lot which their-architect, Ar-

the famous-I. M. Pei, treats
as an entirely separate en-
tity; He has made it an L-

frames the chubby pillbox
‘with® a plaza in-between and
-.a parking. garage below.,

- “FHis: plaza, too; igid rhide,
utterly inappropriate
. pas” You just -don't . go

Zaround in a handsomely de- .-
signed city andidisrupt thes

% grder and integrity:of a:fine,
strect as though you were
Fout in suburbia.

1i-the beauty and amenity,

«-of the national capital were
“to. require an open.space at

_ M6thzand. I Streets, .aushart.

block aay frum Lafavette
Park, vou can be sure Picrre
L'Enfant wauld have pro-
vided for it in his layout.
Acd quite without the he-

latad haln frans Mr (MAcenitba

That is not to say that:

zjeans either. But it would be

Caldo A.-Cossuta;.a fartner of.

shaped structurc “that half -

i a ux

‘1 “know: The pobula\r" no-

tion has:it that cities: need _

nwre open. space. We are
therefore supposSed : to

cheer every time a New

York skyscraper yields a lit-
tle setback plaza in ex
change for greater height,
But the plazas are becoming
vacuous cliches that no one

- ¢an do much with and Wash-

ington is-:not New. York.
Washingtun is .essentially a

~parden city and has, if:any- .
thing. too much open space
“in its monumental heart. ~

The open spaceswe need is
more. soetal”space; like play-
grounds in- Shaw. and Aua.
costia, Werdon't need the ex-

~ pansive brick pavement.with

a triangular lawno on it

which” the Christian Scien.

tists have in store for us.
Though 1 am sure that if
this plaza is anything like
L’Enfant Plaza, which the
same architects designed, it
will ha very pleadant hriek

-pavément; .

- fred s

In fact, . M. Pei and his
graup- are not only. famous

.but’ also .often very good. .
This  “sculptural  church.

hiilding,” as- Cossuta calls
it, is unquestipnably ingen-

: 'iously desivned

There.. is--&° skylight all
around the'perimeter aof the
roaf of the structure, so that
great shafts  of light flood
the walls five siories down
to the
floor of*the” audiforium. an
the second level, as well as
its- balconies 'seem to float
within this dramatic light
well. The auditorium is 34
feet high and seats 416 per-
sons. On the fifth tloor is a

_ Sunday School for 73 pupils,
‘a lending library and -of- -
fices. The Sunday ~School

opens out on terraces shel-
tered by high perimeter
wails. '

Yes, ingenious. Perhaps
even ouite beautiful, And

peusa_tmﬂ bhe
with ‘a whistlin
kind . of -;bre.va'd ‘hey are
whistling; © " fear; because
they still-keep denying 3.
dition angd histori¢’ continuy-
ity in their art.and their ar-
chiteciure; and: herefore

qketched
bunker,

‘So what we
though. peri.aps®

thls

-quite as
asserlive. is a building some-

the-daric

BY. F.‘rs.rl-_k‘ Jo

---Scrggrqgfﬁr « “rude, utterh inappropriate “fatx- pas’?

Tuseum, a . building that

. -might have. -been’ superbly -
.. daring out on & green hill in

suburbia somewhere hut

Jaithat  simply - clobbers the
.- street on which we have to

live with it. And this defiant

~ lack oI appropriateness, as
. sorneone said-about, th

paint. of view. )
‘But why should the Chris-
1 Scientists and Mr. Cos-

selves to defend the White

= House against a Tevolution
. that -might march down 16th

treet?

New York's Fifth Avenue
¢an take a Guggenheim and
adison Avenue can, take
arcel Breuer's.
gseum, But 1. .fear-.for
Washmgton, which-is.mnot a

‘_~-"'_01ty “ofstrong; ‘brutal:build-
“ings, of experimentatitmand -

hat. akin in spirit to Frank
Lloyd Wright's Guggenheim

stita take it upon..them:

- -sometimes . the
" that man's: 1nteu

Whitney =~
_gettlnfr;_.the‘. upper hand over

ston-—Jhe Wa.shmsuon Puat

!)‘J

individual  self-expression.

" “Raw  corcreter in . unre-

strained mega-sculptures
and ele.vated freeways can
kill it.

“Washington 18 still the
maost. civilized eity in the

‘ecountry (now that thiey are

ruinipg San: Frazcisco with
skyscrapers) —civilized in
the 19th century sense, in

‘the sgnse that motivated
Thomas Jefferson: and that

Pierre L’Enfant™ “surely

.shared. This view saw eivili-
" zatiomin ‘the words of phi-
-losopher. John U. Nef, as *a

‘vondition of humane laws,
customs” and manners of re-
latively- tender human reia-
tions. and ,of restraints on
warfare " az.a condition that
engendered the; hope and

née was

5.yiolent: "'ropensmes
w put science and

. and the strect, Be

" replace. .the  Tuckerman:

- have to. The tg ;
hide the D'f.edl.OCI‘ItV

. of ‘vourse;:that

man's endeavers, butitcons
trolled them. ' [t- governed
communication and the ap-
proach: 'to. the sign and
building” of man's environ-
ment. It was a view thaf
sought to harmeonize things,
rather than see.them clash
tor - the sake of: material
progress,: lnnovatmn .and. va-
riety. o
The ir
ton is tHat

ts urban design

never quite achleved this.

harmony, even in the.monu-
mental  center. At 16th
Street aud LafayettesSquare
we almost-had. jt a hundred
years ago.owhenshoth were
lined by fashlonablp town-
fouses, their brick: garden.
walls defining L_h

Latrobe's St. Johi’s Gl
—the churchy of” the

dents—provided all the: varz-

ety necded without. compets:
ing with the White House.
But that desizn was newer
quite completed. There were
vacant lots—big holes.

Then came: “§rogress” in

ent office bmldmgs wifh i
iform corniee lines angd
some fort of order amidst
reminders of 19th century.
charm as exemplified: hy:the
Tuckerman Housei:Butthen
the AFL-CIO dect o in-
troduee "a rathern Mus-
solini modernity - and Jack
Valenli--of -the \Iotwn Pie-
ture Association decuﬁied to

House with a bigger; rather .

“flashy and more profitable

butldicg on insipid pkoudo-
stilts.

Well, we might live with:
thai kind of.building i

But now tte Third: 'Church
of Christ disrupts- theinot

mony “Wwith. piece” of¢ b1azen
sculpture. Are we off anan-
viher round?

I hope not. Why suburban-
ize a ity that wants to‘and
needs to be a city.-The‘econ.
crete sculptor- will: tell. you,

is gutsy .and-exci
soourban: . UL
Would it were, ;also ur-

= banews

Dt Washing-..




